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Jump in, the water is fine! Join Gus as he explores the depths of his bath.

Children's Literature
Gus has watched his mother swim in the pool and stretches out like she does when she goes swimming on vacation. He practices his swimming in the bathtub, even to the extent of putting his head in the water. When she says, "You're a real little fish," he enters a game of daydreaming. Moving cautiously between his water toys, he feels the bathtub expand and likes how easy it is to become a fish. Any child can enjoy Gus's imagination and swim with him to watch frogs on lily pads and even a dragonfly darting around the catfish and tadpoles. He chases the bubbles and swims side-by-side with the ducklings. Danger arrives in the form of a fierce pike with sharp teeth, but Gus knows to hide in the reeds. Almost in relief, he hears his mother call and is back in the tub with his toys. The author has captured the interest of young children with an imaginary swim through the pond. Following the story is a collection of informative fish and water vocabulary so that the book becomes a teaching medium for even the youngest reader. Reviewer: JoAn Watson Martin
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